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The Wolf: Its Names, Nicknames and Qualities

Fadel Ammar Al-Ammary

Professor, Arabic Departiment,
College of Arts, King Saud University,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. When considering early ¢lassical Arabic writings, one notices that only short essays have been com-
piled by ancient Arab scholars on wild animals such as lions. In the year A H. 565/1169, al-Saghani wrote a short
essay on the woll; and despite the fact that the presence of this animal exceeds that of any other animal in many
poems ol classical Arabic, one finds it very strange that not a single work of the size ol a small book has been
allocaled (o this animal. On the other hand. wolves are often mentioned in popular tules and old writings on
medicine and magic practices.

The present paper deals with (hese guestions in their different aspects. First. it deals with the various
names of the wolf mentioned in ¢lassical Arabic which have different meanings. To addition to those names, the
wolf has a number of nivknames which seem to refer in different ways (o i1s race. If we add 1o that the various
descriptions of the woll meotioned in classical Arabic writings, the result would be a corpus of lexical items
which would refer to different kinds of Arabic Canis Lupus.

On the other hand, one notes that the wolt does not play any significant role in ancient Arabian mythol-
ogy: however, many Arabic proverbs where (he wolf is mentioned have something o do with myths. If one
compares those proverbs with those of other cultures in the world, ene will nete that the Arabs thought of the wolf
as an animal with a cenain personality of its own. which is also notorious for its wickedness. Inall. itis hoped that
the present paper will be a contribution to Arabic philulogy.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

