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THE AESTHETICAL BASES OF THE
RHETORICAL RHYTHM

The rthetorical relations inside the linguistic context bear in themselves a
rhythmical side, for there is no literary language void of rhythm, however small its egree
of appearance in it might be, and consequently, a term like “ the rhythmical rhetoric” is
an inaccurate expression, since there is mo rhythmical rhetiric nor anon-rhythmical
rhetoric, whereas, we find a term like” the rhetoric rhythm®, which allots the literary
language with a characteristic rhythm that excels the ordinary speech rhythm, the
scientific language rhythm, the popular style rhythm in certain environments or among
craftsmen.

We cannot ignore those sonic values, which accompany the literary texts of rheoric

store, and which Shaki Daif suggested to be called” the inner music”.! This music is the

one tha creaes the major side of the poem’s music and contributes in revealingthe
rhythmical values in it.

Yet, this side, though so important in the construction of the poetic work, cannot
be studied but through the total whole of the technical work. On this basis, we
endeavored, in this study, to substantiate the close correlation between the internal
rhythm of the poetry and the affluence of the rheoric phenomina in the text, trying to
show, through that, the role each phenomenon plays in guiding the poem’s rhythm, and
this opened a wide door beore us to penetrate into the world of the poetic moment, with
all its technical characteristic, so that it made rhythm the most important tool, the
searcher seks to seize, for tasting literature.

Hence, our study was based on four chapters. In the first chapter, we followed the
concept of rhythm as sensed by searchers. Al though it assumed in their views different
approaches, yet most ideas are of the opinion that it is closely correclated with the
technical beauty, and that it is the common divisor of all arts.

Inspite of the fact that the Arab scientists and searchers were not aware of its wide
horizon, and that it wasn’t clearly crystallized in their minds, few of them could feel
some of its sides, whereas few others hovered about it, approaching it at times and
moving away from it at many other times. That is why their tackling of this side came out
scattered when they handled the varous rhetoric matters, and thereby, it didn’t acquire a
complete comprehensive study based on clear grounds.

We, therfore, deliberately alloted each of the scientific rhetoric sections a special
chapter, trying in it, to foolow up the internal rhythmical bases involved in the formation
of the rhetoric phenomenon.

! Shawki Daif: “ Art and its schools in The Arabic Poetry “;Dar Al- Ma’aref ; P. 9; 1976; Page
79.
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We have abided by the ancients® divisions of rhetoric sciences for the purpose of
limitation and classification and this doesn’t mean that we believe in the disunity of those
sciences, for the literary work is an integral entity inside which all the rhetoric
phenomena react and affect one another. We didn’t hesitate to seek the aid of the
rhythmical activity of various phenomena if it supported the activeness of the studied
phenomenon and contributed in clarifying the horizons of the text.

Defore we enter into the rhythmical horizons of the rhetoric sciences phenomena,
We find it wise 10 begin by referring to the rhythmical offectiveness of the tone of
sounds, and revealing their role in feeding the rhythmical formation and its development,
particularly in the sciences of both the figures of speech and meanings.

We have assigned the second chapter {o the figures of speech, the third chpter to
the sciences of meanings (semantics), and the fourth chapter to the science of rhetoric,
trying, in each chapter, to study whatl it involves of rhythmical elements and observe,
thereafter, their rhythmical track in patterns from the most distinguished creative poets,
who had great influence in the renewing of the Arabic poetiry. Our opt of Bashar ben
Bord’s poetry emerged from our awarencess of his priority in surpassing what the poets
had inherited and clung to, attracting the atiention of the urbanite taste to the
coniemporary data of life, and to what it involves of charateristics that go far from what
the earlier poets were acquainted with. Hence, Bashar ben Bord issued a concern, before
the poets of his age, to ideate the civilized life with all that it involved of spiritual,
intellectual and civilizational richness in their poems.

Abu Nowas’s poetry was the brightest portrait of the image of the new
civilizational sides in the Arabic life, a thing that made him an outstanding figure, who
directed poetry towards a new destlination, and that was when he drovethe linguistic
usage oul of its directed indicative denotations towards sentimental revelations, which
released the meaning to revolve in the orbit of his etheric universe emerging from the
rhythm of his private emotional experiment.

Nevertheless, the renewal assumed in Abu Tammam’s poetry a different line, and
thast was when he diveried the emotional and senlimental rapture into a rational one
predominated by the culture of the age with what it involved of philosophy,
comprhension and logic, and facing the emotional impulse of the poet. This, in many
cases, created a kind of struggle between both sides, and imprinted the rhythm with a
kind of confusion particularly if emotions became active and dominated the poetic
situation,

Throughout our coexistance with the poetry of those poets, we found that the
secret of the technical spring, which they had made, was originally based on their
superiority in utilizing of the faculties that resulted from the rhetoric usage and the
various figures of speech, and depended in their esseniial nature upon the creative
‘thythmical systems, for rhythm is not only produced from the phenomina of the technical
figures of speech, with what it contains of sonic rhythm in it, but it also includes all the
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poetic technical elements of structural style, and of sonic, indicative and pictorial
imagination, for there exists, among those sides, interlated relations, which tie up the
indicator to the meaning, and the form to the purport, in conformity with a particular
rhythmical system.

According to the analytical lingual method, which was our prop in this study, we
began to observe the rhetoric phenomena in texts we intentionally revertedin tehem to
approximate subjects of the rhetoric phenomina inside the poetic context and the extent
of the effectiveness of its motive activeness on the text tchnical construction.

If the method of handling of the study of the rhythm of stylistic phenomena in
semantics was different from that of the rhetoric phenomena, as for the priority of
analysis by speculation or contrast, the scientific base, which we adhered to follow, was
one; it is based on experimentation, comparison, eduction and proof, which made it
possible for us to achieve the results supported by justification and proof, and, thereby,
tried in all that not to get outside the sphere of the present context and articale of the text,
in such a way that, many times, made us feel a likening of the poeti’s- self tfrying to
recollect and revive the details of the emotional and sentimental situation. We handled it
as such to dive into the psychological motive, making out of the lingual indices of the
text evidences and proofs to support the results and back them up, and bring them close
to the objectivity.

In the fourth chapter, we reached principal bases for the rhetoric rhythm, which
manifested themselves in: the social base; the psychological base; the objective base and
the technical base; for as long as the rhetoric rhythm is originally based on the language
which is one of the important phenomina of the social structure, it is essential for it to
depend in its trend upon social bases, which comply with the taste of society and the
poet’s connection with it, whether this connection is positive or negative. Through the
network of the relation reacting between the poet and his society the intellecual
psnycological store up is formed. This is considered the first tributary of the rhetoric
rhythmical liveliness, without which the rhythm would lose its effectiveness and become
heavy upon the sould and far-off the spirit of art.

The value of a rhythm won’t be achieved unless it wells out of the essence of the
emoional experience. Hence the psychological side is an important element in the
forming of the rhetoric rhythm. Yet, the psychological side is not unique in this task, as
there is a group of motive values of quantitative and qualitative character, which , in their
structure and formation, are subject to a number of general principles that establish the
proportionality and harmony, e.g., (repetition, equality, balance, gradual advancement,
opposition, contrast, ...). These assembled together form the objective bases of the
rhythm. In order that these elements would attain the quality of art, they must be
correclated to the humana purport with all that it involves of experiences, emotions and

ideas that grant thosestyles sentimental inspirations, and arouse the enlightment of life in
them.
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