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Writing of the Jahilliyya Poetry

Fadl Ammar Al-Ammary
Assoclate Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyvadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. There is a long-held belief in Arabic literature that Arabic poetry in the pre-Islamic cra was set
to writing, and that there were tools which the poets used in writing. This belief scems 1o be based on refer-
ences to ‘the book' in verses such as:

“in the book of Tamim we've formed, the hours worthy of galloping are the ones that are borrowed.”

This belief also finds justification in the interpretation of phrases such as “Convey to the people of ... " and
“Convey to him that ... * ete. in terms of delivering a written message. Contrary to this long-hold belief,
alt pre-Islamic evidence shows that none of the Jahilliyya poets used writing, even though words such as
“mahraq”, ‘sahifa”, "qirtas’, ete. were frequently used to describe old encampments. The use of such
words implics that the Arab poets thought of writing as something old and as vague as the Yemeni, the
Jewish and the Persian writings seemed to them. This use can be also found in the works of Jarir, al-Faraz-
daq and Dhu-ar-Rumma, etc. in the Islamic period.

It is evident that writing was practised during the Islamic period, and that some poetry was written,
Nonetheless, none of the above mentioned famous poets was able to write his poetry himself. Thus, this -
article argues against the belicf that Arabic petry was sct to writing in the pre-Islamic-period.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

