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The Nuwasi Perspective: A Reading in a Panegyric and
A Wine Poem

Saud Al-Ruhayli
Assistant Professor, Arabic Departmeni, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract.  Books of literary history have commonly held the view that the poetry of Abi Nuwis was self
contradictory. That is 1o say. his panegyrics submit to the same pre-Istamic norms and patterns of thought
which were then mocked in his wine poems. The topic of this study springs from the conviction that, before
reaching such a conclusion, we must first examine the substructures of the individual poems to scc whether
or not they reveal a unified vision. As an initial contribution to a thorough textual analysis of this poet,
two well-known poems are sclected here representing two different genres: the pancgyric and the wine
poem. It was found, as a result, that this poet’s libertine vision constitutes a semantic and psychological
thread connecting the panegyric to the wine poem. The only difference between the two is that this vision,
which is overtly spclt out in the wine pocrm, becomes concealed in the preiude (nasth) of the panegyric
under a supressed tone of bitterness and complaint about the social conservatism of his surroundings.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

