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The Critic’s Instrument: A Study of the Arab Heritage of
Literary Criticism

Qasim Al-Momani
Associate Professor. Department of Arabic, Faculty of Arts, Yarmiouwk Universiiy,
frhid, Jordan

Abstract. The critic's instrument in our critical heritage constitutes an important area of inquiry, upan
which relies the progress or retrogression of the critical process. This instrument is responsible for achiev-
ing the critic’s job, besides being his tool in the process of communication between the text's creator and
its recipient.

This is why this paper has chosen to study the critic’s instrument, seeking 1o handle the subject
through its three manifestations: taste. culture and skill. As for taste. it wus conegived by the classical eritic
as forceful power for appreciation and judgment, a matter so cssential for appropriate vvaluation. As for
culture, it was conceived by the classical critic as a set of the particutar rules of poctry. apart from which
the eritical process cannot be completed. However, knowing rules. despite its importance. 1s not enough
in itself for the critic to exercise his work: for there are those who know the rules and their dimensions
withont having the ability to study and criticise poetry. From this angle, we understand the elassical enitic’s
attention to ~skill™ and his appreciation of practicing the rules. and, consequently. understand the close
connection of skill. in the classical view. with “cxpertness™ (mir@n) “practice”™ (mirds). and “exercise”™
(riydda). That is in fact what this study tries to handle from all aspects.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

