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Thesis Summary

Title:  Part Two of the Al-Basmala* Book by Imam Abi Shama Abdulrahman bin

Ismail Al-Dimashqi (°\\ AD): A Study and Revision.

* Al-Basmala refers to saying bismillahi al-rahman al-rahim [in the name of Allah the
most gracious the most mereiful], which is recited at the beginning any act as well as the
start of chapters in the Quran.

Aim:

To study and revise the second and final part of the book.

Importance:

)

. To promote this book, which éxpens consider to be the authority, old and new, in

matters relating to al-basmala. Despite its importance, this book has not been
published to this day.

. The importance of the issues that this book has specialized in tackling such as the

religious significance of al-basmala in every action the Muslim takes as well as
matters addressing al-basmala in linguistics, Jurisprudence, hadith, and faith.
The significance of the author in terms of the depth and comprehensiveness of his
knowledge, clarity of expression, and his excellence in classification.

Content: Issues relating to al-basmala in matters of linguistics, jurisprudence, hadith,

and faith.

Main Findings:

Y.

Y

The immense significance of al-basmala and that it remains a fertile field for
research.

. That al-basmala is not to be recited out loud during prayers. There are sufficient

hadliths to support this argument. However, it may be permissible to read al-
basmala out loud on occasion since a number of the Prophet’s companions did so.
In any case, this finding goes against the author’s conclusion that al-basmala is to
be read out loud.

On the issue of the al-ism wal musamma (the name and the named), reliable
evidence suggests that al-ism lilmussama (the name belongs to the named).
Indeed, this is what most of akl al-sunnah have concluded.

. Achieving a more comprehensive understanding of the three holy names Allah,

Al-Rahman, and Al-Rahim, and their linguistic origins according to the scholars

. Al-basmala is recommended at the start of every action and required in other

situations.

- All praise to Allah for his blessings
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